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Introduction 
We don’t talk about intelligence anymore, we talk about intelligences. 
In the classroom we need to take into account these different 
intelligences when we teach. It makes the teaching and learning 
environment equally as stimulating and rewarding for both the learner 
and the teacher.  
 
‘If  a  child  can’t  learn  the  way  we  teach,   maybe we should teach 
the way they learn’                                                      Ignácio Estrada 
 
Howard Gardner first indicated that there are seven different 
intelligences. They are typified by: 

 
Linguistic Intelligence 

Sensitivity to spoken and written language  
Core element of learning another language 
Vital component in any class 

 
Interpersonal Intelligence 

Having an understanding of others 
Knowing who they are  
Knowing how to communicate 

 

Intrapersonal Intelligence 
Understanding themselves 
Understanding their inner thoughts and feelings 

 
Musical Intelligence 

Appreciation of rhythm and music 
Songs and Rhymes  
Raps and Chants 

 

Bodily-kinaesthetic Intelligence 
Body coordination and interaction 
Mental and physical activity 

 
 



 

Logical Mathematical Intelligence 
Analyzing, calculations and pattern games 
Abstract thinkers  
Attracted to logic and reasoning 
Learn best by logic  

   
Visual Spatial Intelligence 

Visualizing and mentally manipulating objects  
Strong visual memory  
Artistically inclined and sense of direction 
Good hand-eye coordination 

 
  

Summing up 
Identify your different learners. 
Use a variety of activities to suit their different needs & styles. 

 
Activities used to illustrate these points have been 
taken from: 

Kid’s Box  
by C Nixon & M Tomlinson 
published by Cambridge University Press 

 
 



 

Two Activity Book examples: 
A communication activity 
 

 



 

 
and some puzzle solving 
 

 
 
 
 
 


